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Examining destination networks formed by overseas shopping tourists’ mobility

in Seoul capital area in 2014

O fb - AQA

Yuan Lee - Insin Kim

ABSTRACT

Despite the importance of movement in tourism, the empirical studies into tourists’
mobility have been rather scarce due to the labor-intensive nature and time-consuming
process of analysis. This paper aims to investigate the spatial characteristics of attractions
networks formed by international shopping tourists’ movement in Korea by using social
network analysis methods. First, we examined degree, closeness, betweenness and
eigenvector centrality of 28 attraction nodes in Seoul Capital area based on the secondary
data collected from 2014 International Visitor Survey. Secondly, we conducted link
reduction procedures for attractions networks by using Net Miner 4.0. The centrality
analysis showed that Palaces, Insadong, Namsan/N seoul tower and Myeong-dong recorded
a high level of degree and eigenvector centrality compared with other attractions. Moreover,
the results of link reduction procedures revealed that the top 5% of the most visited
attractions networks include Palaces, Namsan N tower, Myeongdong, Namdaemun market,
Dondaemun market, Cheonggyecheon and Garosu-gil street. Furthermore, the core and
periphery areas were visualized within attractions networks. The theoretical and practical
implications were discussed based on the analysis of attractions networks.

Key words : Shopping Tourists. Attractions Networks. Link Reduction. Tourists Movement.
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