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Exploring Research Trends in Cultural Content Tourism
and Directions for Industrial Development Based on Topic
Modeling and Content Analysis

Yu An Lee (O] 72ty

Abstract

Purpose This study examines thematic structures in cultural content tourism in Korea using topic
modeling and content analysis and discusses implications for industry.

Methods A total of 185 KCI indexed journal articles (2004—October 2025) were analyzed using
term frequency and inverse document frequency analysis and Latent Dirichlet Allocation (LDA)
topic modeling, with topic interpretation based on articles with the highest gamma values, which
represent the degree to which each article is strongly associated with a given topic.

Results Cultural content tourism research has demonstrated steady growth and increasing
interdisciplinary expansion. TF and IDF analysis identified key agendas related to development
and resources, Hallyu, industry, festivals, history, values, and stories. LDA topic modeling further
identified four major topics encompassing local lifestyle leisure and marine areas (Topic 1),
sensory content experiences associated with landscapes and fishing villages (Topic 2), historical
interpretation linked to digital contexts (Topic 3), and cultural heritage content encompassing
literature, religion, tourism-oriented mobile services, and local markets (Topic 4).

Conclusion This study positions cultural content tourism as an independent unit of analysis and
investigates the characteristics of a convergent research stream grounded in region-based
tourism content, which has emerged through the transformation of local tourism and cultural
resources into tourism content, distinct from traditional cultural tourism and content tourism.
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4.2. TF-DF(term frequency-inverse document frequency) 2 8l 244 A}
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LDA Model Evaluation Metrics by Topic Count
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